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Barack Obama
The 44th President of the United States

A two year campaign
ends in an overwhelming
victory for President
Barack Obama

Barack Obama Makes History and Inspires Hope
The amazing life of Barack
Obama paved the path for
a man that will server as a
bridge between people and
cultures. A tr uly
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e fi g u r e
arrives on the world stage.
On 20th January a tall lean man
radiating confidence, fire and
charm took the oath as the 44th
President of the
US at Capitol Hill
transcending
racial and cultural
barriers and
giving rise to hope
in millions of
people both in
America and around the globe.
He became the first African –

American to step into this exalted
office, changing history. The
name of this man is Barack
Obama, who has risen from
rather humble beginnings to
occupy the greatest office in his
land.
Roots
Ann Dunham gave birth on
August 4 1961 to a male child at
Kapi'olani Medical Center for
Wo m e n & C h i l d r e n i n
Honolulu Hawaii. Obama's
father was Barack Obama, Sr., a
Kenyan man. Barack’s Faterh
though born a Muslim was a
confirmed atheist. His mother
hailed from Wichita Kansas. Her
forefathers arrived in America

Visit Quotesbank.com
for fresh Barack
Obama Quotes.

from England. This ineresting
couple met in 1960 while studying
at the University of Hawaii at
Mānoa, where Barack’s father

Hope – Hope in the face
of
difficulty. Hope in the fa
ce of
uncertainty. The audacit
y of
hope! In the end, that is
God’s
greatest gift to us, the be
drock
of this nation. Barack Obam
a
was a foreign student. As their
r e l a t i o n s h i p m a t u r e d t h ey
married on February 2nd 1961.
Obama recalls his early childhood
“That my father looked nothing
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like the people around me — that
he was black as pitch, my mother
white as milk — barely registered
in my mind." Unfortunately this
cross cultural marriage proved
short lived and the couple went
their separate ways in 1964. His
father returned to his native land
in Kenya. He was to meet his son
only once for a month before his
demise in 1984 in a car accident.
Ann Dunham moved on with her
life and married an Indonesian
student named Lolo Soetoro.
LO
Formative years
Little Barrack’s life was to change
when Soetoro took his family
back to Indonesia in 1967.
Obama received his initial
education at Jakarta. He studied
in Besuiki Public School and St.
Francis of Assisi School, till the
age of ten. Obama can still speak
Indonesian at the colloquial level
something which he has picked

up from his childhood. He
returned to Honolulu to take up
residence with his maternal
grandparents Madelyn and
Stanley Armour Dunham. He
spend the rest of his school life in
Punahou School until he
graduated in 1979. While he was
at high school he developed a
taste for basketball. Barack’s
teenage years were turbulent as

he experienced the pangs of
growing up. He experimented
with alcohol, cocaine and
marij uan a . Ob a m a w a s to
describe this period as “the
greatest moral failure in my life”.
During this period young Obama
was also trying to come to grips
with his multiracial heritage.
Many of his schoolmates later
said that young Barack would
attend college parties and other
events in order to mingle with
other African American students.
Recalling his youthful years in
Honolulu Obama wrote “The
opportunity that Hawaii offered
— to experience a variety of
cultures in a climate of mutual
respect — became an integral
part of my world view, and a basis
for the values that I hold most
dear." In his youth Obama was
fondly addressed as Barry. Ann
was to return to Hawaii for five
years. In 1977 she decided to
return to Indonesia where she
worked as an
anthropological
field worker. She
spend most of her
life in Indonesia
returning to
Hawaii in 1995.
Ann passed away
in 1995 from
ovarian cancer.
Neither of his
parents lived to
see Obama step
into history.
America
After graduating from high
School Obama experienced
another major change in his life
when he came to mainland
America. He studied at
Occidental College in Los
Angeles for two years. He then
moved to New York where he was
a student at Columbia University

there he majored in political
science with a specialization in
international relations. In 1983 he
was a graduate and had taken up
a job with the Business
International Corporation and
then at the New York Public
Interest Research Group. For four
years he lived in New York and
then moved to Chicago which
was to become his home. He was
hired as director of the
Developing Communities Project
(DCP), a church-based
community organization which
proved to be a turning point in his
life and influenced him greatly.
DCP had eight parishes. It was
while he was working with
African American churches that
he realized "the power of the
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n rel i g io us
tradition to spur social change."
His religious beliefs also evolved.
He was baptized in the Trinity
United Church of Christ in 1988.
Obama is a Protestant Catholic.
He devoted three years of his life
to this organization and had
success. During his tenure its staff
grew from one to thirteen and its
annual budget grew from $70,000
to $400,000. He helped set up a
job training program, a college
preparatory tutoring program,
and a tenants' rights organization
in Altgeld Garde. In 1988 he saw
more of the world as he visited
Europe. Obama also traveled to
Kenya, his father’s home where
he was introduced to many of his
paternal relatives.
Obama
decided to continue his education.
He gained admission to Harvard
Law School in 1988. In college he
was an active member. He earned
a job at the prestigious Harvard
Law Review, his first major brush
with writing. Summer months
were spend in Chicago where he
took up a job as a summer
associate at the law firms of
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Sidley & Austin in 1989 and
Hopkins & Sutter in 1990.
Family Life
In 1989 another major change
took place in his personal life
when he met his future wife
Michele Robinson in Chicago.
Michele can trace her ancestry to
pre civil war African slaves. She
too was working at the same law
fir m. Initially Michele was
reluctant to date him though they
met at group social functions.
However they began dating in
late summer. The couple’s first
date was to a movie entitled “Do
The Right Thing”. Impressed
with each other they decided to
tie the knot in October 3 1992. In
1998 Obama became a proud
father when Marie Ann came into
this world. In 2001, he was
blessed with another daughter
Natasha. After graduating with a
Juris Doctor (J.D.) magna cum
laude from Harvard in 1991, he
was back in Chicago. Essentially a
family man Obama likes to spend
quality time with his daughters.
He also says that his extended
family often get together to
celebrate Christmas and

Thanksgiving. "Michelle will tell
you that when we get together for
Christmas or Thanksgiving, it's

like a little mini-United Nations."
he said. "I've got relatives who
look like Bernie Mac, and I've got
relatives who look like Margaret
Thatcher." He has six half
brothers and sisters from his
father’s side and one half sister
from his mother’s side.
Obama reached a major

was to go on and write another
book “The Audacity of Hope”. A
superb orator, Obama won Best
Spoken Word Album Grammy
Awards for an abridged audio
book versions of both of his
books; for Dreams from My
Father in February 2006 and for
T he Audacity of Hope in
February 2008.
Public Life

milestone in his career when he
was elected as the first African
American President of the
H a r va rd L aw Rev i e w. H i s
appointment captured the
attention of the media and for the
first time in his life Barack
Obama came into the limelight.
He received a publishing contract
and advance for a
book which were to
bring Obama’s literary
skills to the forefront.
As he began writing
the book took the
shape of a personal
memoir. Accompanied
by his wife Obama
took refuge in Bali in
order to work in peace.
The book “Dreams of
My Father” was finally
published in mid 1995.
It was a bestseller
which made Obama a
wealthy man. From the
proceeds of this book
he was
able to buy his present 1.6 million
dollars house at Kenwood. He

Obama spend 12
years of his life
working as a
professor at the
University of
Chicago Law
School teaching
Constitutional
Law. He ventured
into public life
when he joined
D a v i s , M i n e r,
Barnhill & Galland, a twelveattorney law firm specializing in
civil rights litigation and
neighborhood economic
development. In 1992 he took a
further step into public life when
he became a founding member of
the board of directors of Public
Allies. He served from 1994 to
2002 on the board of directors of
the Woods Fund of Chicago,
which in 1985 had been the first
foundation to fund the
Developing Communities Project,
and also from 1994 to 2002 on
the board of directors of the
Joyce Foundation. Obama was on
the board of directors of the
Chicago Annenberg Challenge
from 1995 to 2002, as founding
president and chairman of the
board of directors from 1995 to
1999. He also served on the board
of directors of the Chicago
Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, the Center for
Neighborhood Technology, and
the Lugenia Burns Hope Center.
5

These years gave him valuable
experience and encouraged him
to make his final plunge into
politics.
Politics
After some false starts his political
career took off and he met with
his first success when he was
elected to the
Illinois Senate in
1996. As a
senator he
mustered support
for legislation
reforming ethics
and health care
laws. He is
credited with
sponsoring a law
which increased
tax credits for low
income workers,
negotiated welfare
reform, and promoted increased
subsidies for childcare. His work
won him public support and
appreciation and he was reelected
in 1998 as well as in 2002. In
2000 Obama tasted defeat when
he lost a Democratic primary run
f o r t h e U. S . H o u s e o f
Representatives. The winner was
Bobby Rush. However Obama
remained undeterred.
In the year 2003 Obama was
appointed as the chairman of the
Illinois Senate's Health and
Human Services Committee. This
was a feather to his cap as
democrats won this position after
being in the minority for decades.
His achievements included
sponsoring bipartisan passage of
legislation to monitor racial
profiling. The move required the
police to record the race of
d r i ve r s t h ey d e t a i n e d a n d
legislation making Illinois the first
state to mandate videotaping of
homicide interrogations. Having
tasted success in political life

Obama set his sights high. By mid
2002 he was seriously thinking of
contesting for the US senate and
making his mark on the national
scene. In the month of January
2003 he made a formal
announcement of his
candidature. In formulating his
campaign he took the aid of
political strategist David Axelrod.

e s t a bl i s h e d O b a m a a s t h e
Democratic Party’s brightest new
star. Obama’s opponent was Alan
Kayes. In the November 2004
general election, Obama received
70% of the vote to Keyes's 27%.
This was the largest victory
margin for a statewide election in
Illinois history.
Obama had
finally arrived
Senator

Axelrod was instrumental in
giving Obama’s fledging national
career a big boost. In July 2004 in
a memorable speech which he
himself wrote Obama at the 2004
Democratic National Convention
in Boston, Massachusetts stated
his desire to change the existing
social and economic policies
followed in the US. He also spoke
out against the
way the Bush
government was
handling the Iraq
war
and
expressed the
c o u n t r y ’ s
obligation to its
soldiers. He urges
America to find
unity in diversity,
"There is not a
liberal America
and
a
conservative
America; there's
the United States of America."
This famous speech which was
w a t c h e d b y m a n y fi r m l y

O n Ja n u a r y 4
2005, Obama
became the third
popularly elected
A f r i c a n American senator
in US history to
a s s u m e o f fi c e .
Obama extended
his support and
voted in favor of
the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 and cosponsored the
Secure America and Orderly
Immigration Act. Obama also
bears credit for initiating Lugar
Obama and the Coburn–Obama
Transparency Act. He extended
his support to a legislation
reducing conventional weapons.
He gained another small victory
when President Bush signed into
law
the
Democratic
Republic of
the Congo
R e l i e f ,
Security, and
Democracy
Promotion
Act. This was
t h e fi r s t
f e d e r a l
legislation to
be enacted
with Obama
as its primary
sponsor. An extremely active
Senator, he was responsible along
w i t h S e n a t o r Fe i n g o l d , i n
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introducing a corporate jet
provision to the Honest
Leadership and Open
Gover nment Act. T his act
b e c a m e a l a w.
Although Obama also
introduced the
Deceptive Practices
and
Vo t e r
Intimidation
Prevention Act, a bill
to criminalize
deceptive practices in
federal elections and
the Iraq War DeEscalation Act of
2007, they failed to
become laws. A
tireless worker
Obama served in
several committees including
Committees for Foreign Relations,
Environment and Public Works
and Veterans' Affairs. He held the
office of chairman in the Senate’s
sub committee on European
affairs. In his capacity as member
of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee
he undertook official
trips to Eastern
Europe, the Middle
East, Central Asia
and Africa. Even
before he contested
for the post of the
President Obama had
a
favorable
international image
and had established
cordial relationship
with
several
international figures.

Illinois. The site was chosen with
care as it evoked memories of
Abraham Lincoln delivering his
famous “House Divided” speech
which was made
at this very site.
During his
campaign he
promised to
bring about an
end to the Iraq
War, increase
e n e r g y
inde pendence
and provide
universal health
c a re. O b a m a
could correctly
feel the pulse of
the nation.
Worn down by recession they
wanted change. One of the
reasons behind his stupendous
success was his ability to move
people with his oratory. His “Yes
We Can’ speech was watched by
ten million people. The speech set

President elect
Setting his target
high, Obama decided
to aim for the highest position in
the land.
He announced his
candidacy for the President of US
on February 10, 2007. The venue
chosen for making this important
announcement was the Old State
Capitol Building in Springfield

to music was to go on to win the
Emmy Award. Obama’s
campaign set new records in fund
raising proving his popularity and
nation wide appeal. On June 19
2007, he set another precedent
when he became the first major
party presidential candidate to

decline public financing. Though
numerous candidates had
contested the Democratic Party
Presidential Primaries they fell out
of the race. Obama and Hillary
Clinton emerged as the two major
contestants. On June 3 when votes
from all states were counted
Obama was declared the
presumptive nominee. On June 7,
Hillary withdrew and extended
her support to Obama. Obama’s
victory within the Democratic
Party was complete. From then

onwards he had to race against
the Republican nominee John
McCain. On August 20 th
Obama made his now famous
speech at Denver which was
watched by 38 million people
all over the world where he
announced his policy goals.
Obama triumphed once again
when he defeated John Macain
by 58 per cent of the popular
vote. He had also won 365
electoral votes
a g a i n s t
McCain’s 173.
He wrote history
when he became
the first African
American
President elect.
In his much
acclaimed
victory speech at
Chicago’s Grant
Park Obama
announced
“Change has
come
to
America” The
December issue
of the famed Time magazine
featured Obama as the person
of the year.
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Twenty Famous Quotes
“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones
we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.”
-Barack Obama
“Hope – Hope in the face of difficulty. Hope in the face of uncertainty. The audacity of hope! In
the end, that is God’s greatest gift to us, the bedrock of this nation. A belief in things not seen. A
belief that there are better days ahead.”
-Barack Obama
.
“In the face of war, you believe there can be peace. In the face of despair, you believe there can
be hope. In the face of a politics that's shut you out, that's told you to settle, that's divided us for
too long, you believe we can be one people, reaching for what's possible, building that more
perfect union.”
-Barack Obama
“If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible;
who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still questions the power
of our democracy, tonight is your answer.”
-Barack Obama
“. We worship an awesome God in the blue states, and we don't like federal agents poking around
our libraries in the red states. We coach little league in the blue states and, yes, we've got some gay
friends in the red states. There are patriots who opposed the war in Iraq, and there are patriots
who supported the war in Iraq. We are one people, all of us pledging allegiance to the stars and
stripes, all of us defending the United States of America.”
-Barack Obama

“It took a lot of blood, sweat and tears to get to where we are today, but we have just begun.
Today we begin in earnest the work of making sure that the world we leave our children is just a
little bit better than the one we inhabit today.”
-Barack Obama
“I stand here knowing that my story is part of the larger American story, that I owe a debt to all of
those who came before me, and that in no other country on Earth is my story even possible,”
-Barack Obama
"The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get there in one year or even
in one term. But, America, I have never been more hopeful than I am tonight that we will get
there,"
-Barack Obama
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“A man touched down on the moon, a wall came down in Berlin, a world was connected by our
own science and imagination. And this year, in this election, she touched her finger to a screen,
and cast her vote, because after 106 years in America, through the best of times and the darkest of
hours, she knows how America can change. Yes we can”.
-Barack Obama
“America is a land of big dreamers and big hopes. It is this hope that has sustained us through
revolution and civil war, depression and world war, a struggle for civil and social rights and the
brink of nuclear crisis. And it is because our dreamers dreamed that we have emerged from each
challenge more united, more prosperous, and more admired than before.”
-Barack Obama
“Making your mark on the world is hard. If it were easy, everybody would do it. But it's not. It
takes patience, it takes commitment, and it comes with plenty of failure along the way. The real
test is not whether you avoid this failure, because you won't. It’s whether you let it harden or
shame you into inaction, or whether you learn from it; whether you choose to persevere.”
-Barack Obama
“In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never a given. It must
be earned. Our journey has never been one of short-cuts or settling for less. It has not been the
path for the faint-hearted – for those who prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of
riches and fame.”
-Barack Obama
“Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many.
They will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America – they will be met.
On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and
discord.”
-Barack Obama
“A good compromise, a good piece of legislation, is like a good sentence; or a good piece of
music. Everybody can recognize it. They say, 'Huh. It works. It makes sense.”
-Barack Obama
“But in record numbers, you came out and spoke up for change. And with your voices and your
votes, you made it clear that at this moment – in this election – there is something happening in
America.”
-Barack Obama
“It was whispered by slaves and abolitionists as they blazed a trail toward freedom through the
darkest of nights.
Yes we can.
It was sung by immigrants as they struck out from distant shores and pioneers who pushed
westward against an unforgiving wilderness.
Yes we can.”
-Barack Obama
“We will remember that there is something happening in America; that we are not as divided as
our politics suggests; that we are one people; we are one nation; and together, we will begin the

9

next great chapter in America’s story with three words that will ring from coast to coast; from sea
to shining sea – Yes. We. Can.”
-Barack Obama
“This is the moment when we must come together to save this planet. Let us resolve that we will
not leave our children a world where the oceans rise and famine spreads and terrible storms
devastate our lands”
-Barack Obama
“Because you decided that change must come to Washington; because you believed that this year
must be different than all the rest; because you chose to listen not to your doubts or your fears but
to your greatest hopes and highest aspirations, tonight we mark the end of one historic journey
with the beginning of another”
-Barack Obama
“We must be as careful getting out of Iraq as we were careless getting in - but start leaving we
must”
-Barack Obama
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Leadership
Barack Obama is a strong and decisive leader who believes in action but at the
same time is fully aware of the power of words which go right into the hearts of
people. He has also the ability to carry his team with him, an important quality in
a leader.
“I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you have bestowed,
mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. I thank President Bush for his service to our
nation, as well as the generosity and cooperation he has shown throughout this transition.”
-Barack Obama
“And so to all other peoples and governments who are watching today, from the grandest capitals
to the small village where my father was born: know that America is a friend of each nation and
every man, woman, and child who seeks a future of peace and dignity, and that we are ready to
lead once more.”
-Barack Obama
“Tonight, we gather to affirm the greatness of our nation - not because of the height of our
skyscrapers, or the power of our military, or the size of our economy. Our pride is based on a very
simple premise, summed up in a declaration made over two hundred years ago.”
-Barack Obama
“We can build a more hopeful America. And that is why, in the shadow of the Old State Capitol,
where Lincoln once called on a house divided to stand together, where common hopes and
common dreams still live, I stand before you today to announce my candidacy for President of the
United States of America.”
-Barack Obama
“Running for the presidency is a profound decision - a decision no one should make on the basis
of media hype or personal ambition alone - and so before I committed myself and my family to
this race, I wanted to be sure that this was right for us and, more importantly, right for the
country.”
-Barack Obama
“We can't drive our SUVs and eat as much as we want and keep our homes on 72 degrees at all
times... and then just expect that other countries are going to say OK. That's not leadership.
That's not going to happen.”
-Barack Obama
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Politics
As a politician Obama has met success in his quick climb to the road to power. One
of the main reasons for his phenomenal rise is his ability to strike the right chord
in his fellow citizens and inspire hope for the future.
“On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the
recriminations and worn out dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics.”
-Barack Obama
“As for our common defense, we reject as false the choice between our safety and our ideals. Our
Founding Fathers, faced with perils we can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter to assure the rule of
law and the rights of man, a charter expanded by the blood of generations. Those ideals still light
the world, and we will not give them up for expedience’s sake.”
-Barack Obama
“Three months is a lifetime in politics.”
-Barack Obama
“America, our work will not be easy. The challenges we face require tough choices. And
Democrats, as well as Republicans, will need to cast off the worn-out ideas and politics of the
past, for part of what has been lost these past eight years can't just be measured by lost wages or
bigger trade deficits. What has also been lost is our sense of common purpose, and that's what we
have to restore.”
-Barack Obama
“Americans... still believe in an America where anything's possible - they just don't think their
leaders do.”
-Barack Obama
“People are very hungry for something new. I think they are interested in being called to be a part
of something larger than the sort of small, petty, slash-and-burn politics that we have been seeing
over the last several years.”
-Barack Obama
“We can't change the way Washington works unless we first change how Congress works.”
-Barack Obama
“If the people cannot trust their government to do the job for which it exists - to protect them and
to promote their common welfare - all else is lost.”
-Barack Obama
“Politics has become so bitter and partisan, so gummed up by money and influence, that we can't
tackle the big problems that demand solutions.”
-Barack Obama
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“It's not just enough to change the players. We've gotta change the game.”
-Barack Obama
“A good compromise, a good piece of legislation, is like a good sentence; or a good piece of
music. Everybody can recognize it. They say, 'Huh. It works. It makes sense.”
-Barack Obama
“My job is not to represent Washington to you, but to represent you to Washington.”
-Barack Obama
“We are the party of Roosevelt. We are the party of Kennedy. So don't tell me that Democrats
won't defend this country. Don't tell me that Democrats won't keep us safe.”
-Barack Obama
“One of the things that we have to change in our politics is the idea that people cannot disagree
without challenging each other's character and patriotism.”
-Barack Obama
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Economy
The most challenging and toughest task before President Barack Obama is to get
the floundering economy back on track as US reels under one of its worst economic
crisis in recent history.
“For everywhere we look, there is work to be done. The state of the economy calls for action, bold
and swift, and we will act - not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for growth.”
-Barack Obama
“The success of our economy has always depended not just on the size of our Gross Domestic
Product, but on the reach of our prosperity; on our ability to extend opportunity to every willing
heart – not out of charity, but because it is the surest route to our common good.”
-Barack Obama
“To the extent that we've got a fiscal crisis right now, part of it is prompted by a bullheaded
insistence on the part of the president, for example, that we should extend all of his tax cuts,
make all of them permanent.”
-Barack Obama
“As Mr. Keyes begins to travel the state, he will see that families here are concerned about quality
jobs, making health care more affordable and ensuring our children get the best education
possible.”
-Barack Obama
“None of us wants to see any fraud or waste in government spending ... But nowhere should we
be more willing to give people the benefit of the doubt than with the brave men and women who
served our country.”
-Barack Obama
“And for the sake of our economy, our security, and the future of our planet, I will set a clear
goal as president: In 10 years, we will finally end our dependence on oil from the Middle East.”
-Barack Obama
“It's a promise that says the market should reward drive and innovation and generate growth, but
that businesses should live up to their responsibilities to create American jobs, look out for
American workers, and play by the rules of the road.”
-Barack Obama
“I will eliminate capital gains taxes for the small businesses and start-ups that will create the hightech, high-wage jobs of tomorrow, and help them afford health insurance for their employees.”
-Barack Obama
“Tonight, more Americans are out of work, and more are working harder for less. More of you
have lost your homes, and even more are watching your home values plummet. More of you have
cars you can't afford to drive, credit card bills you can't afford to pay, and tuition that's beyond
your reach.”
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-Barack Obama
“This is the moment when we must build on the wealth that open markets have created, and
share its benefits more equitably. Trade has been a cornerstone of our growth and global
development. But we will not be able to sustain this growth if it favors the few, and not the many.”
-Barack Obama
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Healthcare
“Let's be the generation that finally tackles our health care crisis. We can control costs by focusing
on prevention, by providing better treatment to the chronically ill and using technology to cut the
bureaucracy. Let's be the generation that says right here, right now, that we will have universal
health care in America by the end of the next president's first term.”
-Barack Obama
“I will finally keep the promise of affordable, accessible health care for every single American. If
you have health care, my plan will lower your premiums. If you don't, you'll be able to get the
same kind of coverage that members of Congress give themselves. And I will stop insurance
companies from discriminating against those who are sick and need care the most.”
-Barack Obama
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Foreign affairs
“The American dream has been reborn” screamed a French headline. Most leaders
of the world have welcomed the change in America’s leadership and are nurturing
great hopes for the future. He is seen as a symbol of hope to minorities all over the
world. Many viewed him as a new beginning in America while some eyed him with
caution. Obama has clearly spelled out some of his foreign policy goals. It is
obvious that he has America’s interests at heart and will give it top priority. He
intends to bring home American soldiers from Iraq, fight global terrorism,
attempt to resolve the Israeli Palestinian conflict and once again make his country
emerge as the leader of the free world.
“We're not going to baby sit a civil war.”
-Barack Obama
“I'm proud of the fact that I stood up early and unequivocally in opposition to Bush's foreign
policy (and was the only U.S. Senate candidate in Illinois to do so). That opposition hasn't
changed.”
-Barack Obama
“We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will we waver in its defense, and for those who seek
to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents, we say to you now that our
spirit is stronger and cannot be broken; you cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you.”
-Barack Obama
“To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based on mutual interest and mutual respect.
To those leaders around the globe who seek to sow conflict, or blame their society’s ills on the
West – know that your people will judge you on what you can build, not what you destroy.”
-Barack Obama
“To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside you to make your farms flourish and
let clean waters flow; to nourish starved bodies and feed hungry minds.”
-Barack Obama
“And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford
indifference to suffering outside our borders; nor can we consume the world’s resources without
regard to effect. For the world has changed, and we must change with it.”
-Barack Obama
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“Nobody's suffering more than the Palestinian people from this whole process. And I would like to
see -- if we could get some movement from Palestinian leadership -- what I'd like to see is a
loosening up of some of the restrictions on providing aid directly to the Palestinian people.”
-Barack Obama
“If I sit down with the leader of Iran, I will send him a strong message that Israel is our friend,
that we will assist in their security and that we don't find nuclear weapons acceptable.... That's not
going to be a propaganda coup for the president of Iran.”
-Barack Obama
“I didn't see the weapons of mass destruction at the time; I didn't think there was an imminent
threat from Saddam Hussein.”
-Barack Obama
“I will build new partnerships to defeat the threats of the 21st century: terrorism and nuclear
proliferation; poverty and genocide; climate change and disease.”
-Barack Obama
“I will also renew the tough, direct diplomacy that can prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear
weapons and curb Russian aggression.”
-Barack Obama
“Iraq is sort of a situation where you've got a guy who drove the bus into the ditch. You obviously
have to get the bus out of the ditch, and that's not easy to do, although you probably should fire
the driver.”
-Barack Obama
“Poorly secured nuclear material in the former Soviet Union, or secrets from a scientist in
Pakistan could help build a bomb that detonates in Paris. The poppies in Afghanistan become the
heroin in Berlin. The poverty and violence in Somalia breeds the terror of tomorrow.”
-Barack Obama
“The Bush Administration's failure to be consistently involved in helping Israel achieve peace with
the Palestinians has been both wrong for our friendship with Israel, as well as badly damaging to
our standing in the Arab world.”
-Barack Obama
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Patriotism
In all his speeches Obama’s love for his country shines through. Again and again he
reaffirms that only in a country with vast opportunities could a person with his
background achieve his path and make it to the highest office in the land. His faith
in the potential of the American people is moving and his appeal to rouse all
Americans to action stirs the heart of every patriotic American. Obama has been
successful in instilling in the people of the country pride in themselves and their
ability to do the impossible. Connecting to their need to be “good again” and lead
the world.
“There is not a liberal America and a conservative America - there is the United States of
America. There is not a black America and a white America and Latino America and Asian
America - there's the United States of America.”
-Barack Obama
“It has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things – some celebrated but more often
men and women obscure in their labor, who have carried us up the long, rugged path towards
prosperity and freedom.”
-Barack Obama
“For us, they packed up their few worldly possessions and traveled across oceans in search of a
new life. For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; endured the lash of the whip and
plowed the hard earth. For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and Gettysburg;
Normandy and Khe Sahn.”
-Barack Obama
“Time and again these men and women struggled and sacrificed and worked till their hands were
raw so that we might live a better life. They saw America as bigger than the sum of our individual
ambitions; greater than all the differences of birth or wealth or faction.”
-Barack Obama

“I stand here today as hopeful as ever that the United States of America will endure, that it will
prevail, that the dream of our founders will live on in our time.”
-Barack Obama
“This union may never be perfect, but generation after generation has shown that it can always be
perfected.”
-Barack Obama
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“This is the journey we continue today. We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on
Earth.”
-Barack Obama
“So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we are and how far we have traveled. In the
year of America’s birth, in the coldest of months, a small band of patriots huddled by dying
campfires on the shores of an icy river. The capital was abandoned. The enemy was advancing.
The snow was stained with blood.”
-Barack Obama
“At a moment when the outcome of our revolution was most in doubt, the father of our nation
ordered these words be read to the people: Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth of
winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive...that the city and the country, alarmed at
one common danger, came forth to meet.”
-Barack Obama
“As Commander-in-Chief, I will never hesitate to defend this nation, but I will only send our
troops into harm's way with a clear mission and a sacred commitment to give them the equipment
they need in battle and the care and benefits they deserve when they come home”
-Barack Obama
“The true test of the American ideal is whether we’re able to recognize our failings and then rise
together to meet the challenges of our time. Whether we allow ourselves to be shaped by events
and history, or whether we act to shape them.”
-Barack Obama
“It is that promise that has always set this country apart – that through hard work and sacrifice,
each of us can pursue our individual dreams but still come together as one American family, to
ensure that the next generation can pursue their dreams as well.”
-Barack Obama
“As Americans, we can take enormous pride in the fact that courage has been inspired by our own
struggle for freedom, by the tradition of democratic law secured by our forefathers and enshrined
in our Constitution. It is a tradition that says all men are created equal under the law and that no
one is above it.”
-Barack Obama
. It is because men and women of every race, from every walk of life, continued to march for
freedom long after Lincoln was laid to rest, that today we have the chance to face the challenges of
this millennium together, as one people -- as Americans.
-Barack Obama
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Inspirational
One of the key factors that catapulted Obama to the top spot is his ability to
inspire people. An excellent speaker who is adept at playing with words, he has
given rise to hope. Even when he talks of the gloomy economic scenario of today he
talks about the glorious future. Just like Martin Luther King who was a magnetic
speaker Obama often electrifies the audience by repeating a key phrase before or
after each sentence like his Yes we can speech. His use of words and brilliant
oratorical skills have succeeded in uplifting the mood of the people, made them
believe in their abilities and above all generated hope for the future.
“America, this is our moment. This is our time. Our time to turn the page of the policies of the
past.”
-Barack Obama
“This is the meaning of our liberty and our creed – why men and women and children of every
race and every faith can join in celebration across this magnificent mall, and why a man whose
father less than sixty years ago might not have been served at a local restaurant can now stand
before you to take a most sacred oath.”
-Barack Obama
“Change has come to America.”
-Barack Obama
“We have a stake in one another … what binds us together is greater than what drives us apart,
and ... if enough people believe in the truth of that proposition and act on it, then we might not
solve every problem, but we can get something meaningful done for the people with whom we
share this Earth.”
-Barack Obama
“Words do inspire.”
-Barack Obama
“If you're walking down the right path and you're willing to keep walking, eventually you'll make
progress.”
-Barack Obama
“It's only when you hitch your wagon to something larger than yourself that you will realize your
true potential.”
-Barack Obama
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“When people are judged by merit, not connections, then the best and brightest can lead the
country, people will work hard, and the entire economy will grow - everyone will benefit and more
resources will be available for all, not just select groups.”
-Barack Obama
“We owe our children a better future. We owe our country a better future. And for all those who
dream of that future tonight, I say: Let us begin the work together. Let us unite in common effort
to chart a new course for America.”
-Barack Obama
“People of Berlin - people of the world - this is our moment. This is our time.”
-Barack Obama
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Faith
“For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of
the American people upon which this nation relies.”
-Barack Obama
“Faith is not just something you have, it's something you do.”
-Barack Obama
“Faith doesn't mean that you don't have doubts.”
-Barack Obama
“That is the true genius of America, a faith in the simple dreams of its people, the insistence on
small miracles. That we can say what we think; write what we think, without hearing a sudden
knock on the door.”
-Barack Obama
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Race and culture
Barack Obama created history when he became the first African American to be
elected to the office of the President of the United States. When he entered politics
he was considered “not black enough” by some of his African American
contemporaries. While his father hailed from Kenya his mother was a white
American from the mid-west. Obama himself strives to be judged by his abilities
and values and not by the color of his skin. He dreams of an America which will be
completely free from racial prejudice of any kind where the color of the skin of
any human being will cease to matter, what will be taken into account is the
persons abilities.
“Race is still a powerful force in this country. Any African American candidate, or any Latino
candidate, or Asian candidate or woman candidate confronts a higher threshold in establishing
himself to the voters.”
-Barack Obama
“Our goal is to have a country that's not divided by race.”
-Barack Obama
“It gave you a sense that strong, capable black men were out there and you didn't have to assume
that your fate was automatically working in some menial job or getting involved in crime.”
-Barack Obama
“When I was growing up, basically the only black men on television were criminals or Flip Wilson
dressed in drag as a character called Geraldine. But you rarely had black professionals portrayed
in the culture.”
-Barack Obama
“The hope of a skinny kid with a funny name who believes that America has a place for him,
too.”
-Barack Obama
“She was born just a generation past slavery; a time when there were no cars on the road or
planes in the sky; when someone like her couldn’t vote for two reasons — because she was a
woman and because of the color of her skin.”
-Barack Obama
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Social issues
“No one is pro-abortion.”
-Barack Obama
“I opposed the Defense of Marriage Act in 1996. It should be repealed and I will vote for its
repeal on the Senate floor. I will also oppose any proposal to amend the U.S. Constitution to ban
gays and lesbians from marrying.”
-Barack Obama
“I have seen, the desperation and disorder of the powerless: how it twists the lives of children on
the streets of Jakarta or Nairobi in much the same way as it does the lives of children on
Chicago’s South Side.”
-Barack Obama
“We may not agree on abortion, but surely we can agree on reducing the number of unwanted
pregnancies in this country.”
-Barack Obama
“It's a promise that says each of us has the freedom to make of our own lives what we will, but
that we also have the obligation to treat each other with dignity and respect.”
-Barack Obama
“We need somebody who's got the heart, the empathy, to recognize what it's like to be a young
teenage mom, the empathy to understand what it's like to be poor or African-American or gay or
disabled or old - and that's the criterion by which I'll be selecting my judges.”
-Barack Obama
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Obama on his competitors
Obama aimed to create a new form of politics. Where political rivals can disagree
with eachother while still respecting eachother and not cahllanging their
patriotisem. While opposing their policies he has often expressed admiration and
appreciation for his oponents.
“I honor -- we honor -- the service of John McCain, and I respect his many accomplishments,
even if he chooses to deny mine.”
-Barack Obama
“Hillary is not the first politician in Washington to declare "Mission Accomplished" a little too
soon.”
-Barack Obama
“Now let there be no doubt. The Republican nominee, John McCain, has worn the uniform of
our country with bravery and distinction, and for that we owe him our gratitude and respect..”
-Barack Obama
“She has made history not just because she's a woman who has done what no woman has done
before, but because she is a leader who inspires millions of Americans with her strength, her
courage, and her commitment to the causes that brought us here tonight.”
-Barack Obama
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Funny quotes
Obama has been gifted with a sense of humor which has served him well on the
campaign trail.
“It is true, I worry about the hype. The only person more over-hyped than me is you.”
-Barack Obama
“I don't want to be invited to the family hunting party. We're not kissing cousins.”
-Barack Obama
“Ok, look, you know, when I was a kid, I inhaled frequently. That was the point.”
-Barack Obama
“Three words: Vice President Oprah.”
-Barack Obama
“We are the ones we have been waiting for.”
-Barack Obama
“You can put lipstick on a pig. It's still a pig.”
-Barack Obama
“I've been called worse on the basketball court.”
-Barack Obama
“I do love the Waldorf-Astoria, though. You know, I hear that from the doorstep you can see all
the way to the Russian tea room.”
-Barack Obama
“What Washington needs is adult supervision.”
-Barack Obama
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Personal
Obama is a family man with a loving wife and two kids. He is a staunch supporter
of moral and family values. Both Obama and his wife want a life of stability for
their daughters. They do not want their daughters’ lives to be affected by his role
as the President. He was also extremely close to his maternal grandparents who
unfortunately did not live to see his great victory.
“My parents shared not only an improbable love, they shared an abiding faith in the possibilities
of this nation. They would give me an African name, Barack, or blessed, believing that in a
tolerant America your name is no barrier to success.”
-Barack Obama
“She was the cornerstone of our family and a woman of extraordinary accomplishment, strength
and humility. She was the person who encouraged and allowed us to take chances.”
-Barack Obama
on his grandmother
“I've got two daughters, nine years old and six years old. I am going to teach them first of all
about values and morals. But if they make a mistake, I don't want them punished with a baby.”
-Barack Obama
“I would not be standing here tonight without the unyielding support of my best friend for the last
16 years, the rock of our family and the love of my life, our nation’s next first lady, Michelle
Obama. Sasha and Malia, I love you both so much, and you have earned the new puppy that’s
coming with us to the White House”
-Barack Obama
“I’m not denouncing the church, and I’m not interested in people who want me to denounce the
church. It’s not a church worthy of denouncing.”
-Barack Obama
“I believe in the redemptive death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
-Barack Obama
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Obama’s Historic Speeches
Barack Obama, October 2002
Speech against the Iraq War Illinois State senator.
The Federal Plaza in Chicago.
At the time of his now famous anti-war speech on the invasion on Iraq Obama was
an Illinois state Senator. Even as far back as October 2002 when Bush ordered the
invasion of Iraq, Obama spoke out about it with passion and fire echoing the
sentiments of many Americans. His prophetic words ”that an invasion of Iraq
without a clear rationale and without strong international support will only fan the
flames of the Middle East, and encourage the worst, rather than best, impulses of
the Arab world, and strengthen the recruitment arm of al-Qaeda,” proved true. By
2007 most Americans were frustrated by the long drawn out Iraq war which took
the lives of thousands of soldiers and was a constant drain on the treasury. From
the point of view of his future election campaign Obama’s October 2002 views on
the Iraq War would become like a booster shot for his compaign when he was
competing with Hillary Clinton and helped to tip the scales in his favor. Hillary had
cast her vote in favor of the invasion.
Full Transcript:
I stand before you as someone who is not opposed to war in all circumstances. The Civil War was
one of the bloodiest in history, and yet it was only through the crucible of the sword, the sacrifice
of multitudes, that we could begin to perfect this union and drive the scourge of slavery from our
soil.
I don't oppose all wars. My grandfather signed up for a war the day after Pearl Harbor was
bombed, fought in Patton's army. He fought in the name of a larger freedom, part of that arsenal
of democracy that triumphed over evil.
I don't oppose all wars.
After September 11, after witnessing the carnage and destruction, the dust and the tears, I
supported this administration's pledge to hunt down and root out those who would slaughter
innocents in the name of intolerance, and I would willingly take up arms myself to prevent such
tragedy from happening again.
I don't oppose all wars. What I am opposed to is a dumb war. What I am opposed to is a rash war.
What I am opposed to is the cynical attempt by Richard Perle and Paul Wolfowitz and other
armchair, weekend warriors in this administration to shove their own ideological agendas down
our throats, irrespective of the costs in lives lost and in hardships borne.
What I am opposed to is the attempt by political hacks like Karl Rove to distract us from a rise in
the uninsured, a rise in the poverty rate, a drop in the median income, to distract us from
corporate scandals and a stock market that has just gone through the worst month since the Great
Depression.
That's what I'm opposed to. A dumb war. A rash war. A war based not on reason but on passion,
not on principle but on politics.
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Now let me be clear: I suffer no illusions about Saddam Hussein. He is a brutal man. A ruthless
man. A man who butchers his own people to secure his own power.... The world, and the Iraqi
people, would be better off without him.
But I also know that Saddam poses no imminent and direct threat to the United States, or to his
neighbors...and that in concert with the international community he can be contained until, in the
way of all petty dictators, he falls away into the dustbin of history.
I know that even a successful war against Iraq will require a U.S. occupation of undetermined
length, at undetermined cost, with undetermined consequences.
I know that an invasion of Iraq without a clear rationale and without strong international support
will only fan the flames of the Middle East, and encourage the worst, rather than best, impulses of
the Arab world, and strengthen the recruitment arm of al-Qaeda.
I am not opposed to all wars. I'm opposed to dumb wars. So for those of us who seek a more just
and secure world for our children, let us send a clear message to the president.
You want a fight, President Bush? Let's finish the fight with Bin Laden and al-Qaeda, through
effective, coordinated intelligence, and a shutting down of the financial networks that support
terrorism, and a homeland security program that involves more than color-coded warnings.
You want a fight, President Bush? Let's fight to make sure that...we vigorously enforce a
nonproliferation treaty, and that former enemies and current allies like Russia safeguard and
ultimately eliminate their stores of nuclear material, and that nations like Pakistan and India
never use the terrible weapons already in their possession, and that the arms merchants in our
own country stop feeding the countless wars that rage across the globe.
You want a fight, President Bush? Let's fight to make sure our so-called allies in the Middle East,
the Saudis and the Egyptians, stop oppressing their own people, and suppressing dissent, and
tolerating corruption and inequality, and mismanaging their economies so that their youth grow
up without education, without prospects, without hope, the ready recruits of terrorist cells.
You want a fight, President Bush? Let's fight to wean ourselves off Middle East oil through an
energy policy that doesn't simply serve the interests of Exxon and Mobil.
Those are the battles that we need to fight. Those are the battles that we willingly join. The battles
against ignorance and intolerance. Corruption and greed. Poverty and despair.
The consequences of war are dire, the sacrifices immeasurable. We may have occasion in our
lifetime to once again rise up in defense of our freedom, and pay the wages of war. But we ought
not – we will not – travel down that hellish path blindly. Nor should we allow those who would
march off and pay the ultimate sacrifice, who would prove the full measure of devotion with their
blood, to make such an awful sacrifice in vain.
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Barack Obama, July 27 2004
Democratic Convention Speech in Boston
This speech catapulted Barack Obama into the limelight and made him an
overnight star. He was just a candidate for the US senate seat in Illinois who was
relatively unknown outside his home state. In this speech he introduces himself to
the democrats narrating his family background. This speech was given to support
John Kelly for the post of President. This stirring speech was one of the highlights
of the convention and heralded a new beginning. It generated tremendous media
interest as well as resounding applause as delegates chanted his name. The speech
is a message of hope against all odds and also asks America to break down all
barriers and stand up as one united nation. It displayed Obama’s phenomenal
oratorical ability and his knack of feeling the pulse of the people.
Full Transcript:
On behalf of the great state of Illinois, crossroads of a nation, land of Lincoln, let me express my
deep gratitude for the privilege of addressing this convention. Tonight is a particular honor for me
because, let's face it, my presence on this stage is pretty unlikely.
My father was a foreign student, born and raised in a small village in Kenya. He grew up herding
goats, went to school in a tin- roof shack. His father, my grandfather, was a cook, a domestic
servant to the British.
But my grandfather had larger dreams for his son. Through hard work and perseverance my
father got a scholarship to study in a magical place, America, that's shown as a beacon of freedom
and opportunity to so many who had come before him.
While studying here my father met my mother. She was born in a town on the other side of the
world, in Kansas.
Her father worked on oil rigs and farms through most of the Depression. The day after Pearl
Harbor, my grandfather signed up for duty, joined Patton's army, marched across Europe. Back
home my grandmother raised a baby and went to work on a bomber assembly line. After the war,
they studied on the GI Bill, bought a house through FHA and later moved west, all the way to
Hawaii, in search of opportunity.
And they too had big dreams for their daughter, a common dream born of two continents.
My parents shared not only an improbable love; they shared an abiding faith in the possibilities of
this nation. They would give me an African name, Barack, or "blessed," believing that in a
tolerant America, your name is no barrier to success.
They imagined me going to the best schools in the land, even though they weren't rich, because in
a generous America you don't have to be rich to achieve your potential.
They're both passed away now. And yet I know that, on this night, they look down on me with
great pride.
And I stand here today grateful for the diversity of my heritage, aware that my parents' dreams
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live on in my two precious daughters.
I stand here knowing that my story is part of the larger American story, that I owe a debt to all of
those who came before me, and that in no other country on Earth is my story even possible.
Tonight, we gather to affirm the greatness of our nation not because of the height of our
skyscrapers, or the power of our military, or the size of our economy; our pride is based on a very
simple premise, summed up in a declaration made over two hundred years ago: "We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness."
That is the true genius of America, a faith in simple dreams, an insistence on small miracles; that
we can tuck in our children at night and know that they are fed and clothed and safe from harm;
that we can say what we think, write what we think, without hearing a sudden knock on the door;
that we can have an idea and start our own business without paying a bribe; that we can
participate in the political process without fear of retribution; and that our votes will be counted -or at least, most of the time.
This year, in this election, we are called to reaffirm our values and our commitments, to hold
them against a hard reality and see how we are measuring up, to the legacy of our forbearers and
the promise of future generations.
And fellow Americans, Democrats, Republicans, independents, I say to you, tonight, we have
more work to do...... more work to do, for the workers I met in Galesburg, Illinois, who are losing
their union jobs at the Maytag plant that's moving to Mexico, and now they're having to compete
with their own children for jobs that pay 7 bucks an hour; more to do for the father I met who was
losing his job and choking back the tears wondering how he would pay $4,500 a month for the
drugs his son needs without the health benefits that he counted on; more to do for the young
woman in East St. Louis, and thousands more like her who have the grades, have the drive, have
the will, but don't have the money to go to college.
Now, don't get me wrong, the people I meet in small towns and big cities and diners and office
parks, they don't expect government to solve all of their problems. They know they have to work
hard to get a head. And they want to.
Go into the collar counties around Chicago, and people will tell you: They don't want their tax
money wasted by a welfare agency or by the Pentagon.
Go into any inner-city neighborhood, and folks will tell you that government alone can't teach
kids to learn.
They know that parents have to teach, that children can't achieve unless we raise their
expectations and turn off the television sets and eradicate the slander that says a black youth with
a book is acting white. They know those things.
People don't expect -- people don't expect government to solve all their problems. But they sense,
deep in their bones, that with just a slight change in priorities, we can make sure that every child
in America has a decent shot at life and that the doors of opportunity remain open to all.
They know we can do better. And they want that choice.
In this election, we offer that choice. Our party has chosen a man to lead us who embodies the
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best this country has to offer. And that man is John Kerry.
John Kerry understands the ideals of community, faith and service because they've defined his life.
From his heroic service to Vietnam to his years as prosecutor and lieutenant governor, through
two decades in the United States Senate, he has devoted himself to this country. Again and again,
we've seen him make tough choices when easier ones were available. His values and his record
affirm what is best in us.
John Kerry believes in an America where hard work is rewarded. So instead of offering tax breaks
to companies shipping jobs overseas, he offers them to companies creating jobs here at home.
John Kerry believes in an America where all Americans can afford the same health coverage our
politicians in Washington have for themselves.
John Kerry believes in energy independence, so we aren't held hostage to the profits of oil
companies or the sabotage of foreign oil fields.
John Kerry believes in the constitutional freedoms that have made our country the envy of the
world, and he will never sacrifice our basic liberties nor use faith as a wedge to divide us.
And John Kerry believes that in a dangerous world, war must be an option sometimes, but it
should never be the first option.
You know, a while back, I met a young man named Seamus in a VFW hall in East Moline,
Illinois. He was a good-looking kid, 6'2", 6'3", clear eyed, with an easy smile. He told me he'd
joined the Marines and was heading to Iraq the following week.
And as I listened to him explain why he had enlisted -- the absolute faith he had in our country
and its leaders, his devotion to duty and service -- I thought, this young man was all that any of us
might ever hope for in a child. But then I asked myself: Are we serving Seamus as well as he's
serving us?
I thought of the 900 men and women, sons and daughters, husbands and wives, friends and
neighbors who won't be returning to their own hometowns. I thought of the families I had met
who were struggling to get by without a loved one's full income or whose loved ones had returned
with a limb missing or nerves shattered, but still lacked long-term health benefits because they
were Reservists.
When we send our young men and women into harm's way, we have a solemn obligation not to
fudge the numbers or shade the truth about why they are going, to care for their families while
they're gone, to tend to the soldiers upon their return and to never, ever go to war without enough
troops to win the war, secure the peace and earn the respect of the world.
Now, let me be clear. Let me be clear. We have real enemies in the world. These enemies must be
found. They must be pursued. And they must be defeated.
John Kerry knows this. And just as Lieutenant Kerry did not hesitate to risk his life to protect the
men who served with him in Vietnam, President Kerry will not hesitate one moment to use our
military might to keep America safe and secure.
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John Kerry believes in America. And he knows that it's not enough for just some of us to prosper.
For alongside our famous individualism, there's another ingredient in the American saga, a belief
that we are all connected as one people.
If there's a child on the south side of Chicago who can't read, that matters to me, even if it's not
my child.
If there's a senior citizen somewhere who can't pay for their prescription and having to choose
between medicine and the rent, that makes my life poorer, even if it's not my grandparent.
If there's an Arab-American family being rounded up without benefit of an attorney or due
process, that threatens my civil liberties.
It is that fundamental belief -- it is that fundamental belief -- I am my brother's keeper, I am my
sisters' keeper -- that makes this country work.
It's what allows us to pursue our individual dreams, yet still come together as a single American
family: "E pluribus unum," out of many, one.
Now even as we speak, there are those who are preparing to divide us, the spin masters and
negative ad peddlers who embrace the politics of anything goes.
Well, I say to them tonight, there's not a liberal America and a conservative America; there's the
United States of America.
There's not a black America and white America and Latino America and Asian America; there's
the United States of America.
The pundits like to slice and dice our country into red states and blue States: red states for
Republicans, blue States for Democrats. But I've got news for them, too. We worship an awesome
God in the blue states, and we don't like federal agents poking around our libraries in the red
states.
We coach little league in the blue states and, yes, we've got some gay friends in the red states.
There are patriots who opposed the war in Iraq, and there are patriots who supported the war in
Iraq.
We are one people, all of us pledging allegiance to the stars and stripes, all of us defending the
United States of America.
In the end, that's what this election is about. Do we participate in a politics of cynicism, or do we
participate in a politics of hope?
John Kerry calls on us to hope. John Edwards calls on us to hope. I'm not talking about blind
optimism here, the almost willful ignorance that thinks unemployment will go away if we just
don't think about it, or health care crisis will solve itself if we just ignore it.
That's not what I'm talking. I'm talking about something more substantial. It's the hope of slaves
sitting around a fire singing freedom songs; the hope of immigrants setting out for distant shores;
the hope of a young naval lieutenant bravely patrolling the Mekong Delta; the hope of a
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millworker's son who dares to defy the odds; the hope of a skinny kid with a funny name who
believes that America has a place for him, too.
Hope in the face of difficulty, hope in the face of uncertainty, the audacity of hope: In the end,
that is God's greatest gift to us, the bedrock of this nation, a belief in things not seen, a belief that
there are better days ahead.
I believe that we can give our middle class relief and provide working families with a road to
opportunity.
I believe we can provide jobs for the jobless, homes to the homeless, and reclaim young people in
cities across America from violence and despair.
I believe that we have a righteous wind at our backs, and that as we stand on the crossroads of
history, we can make the right choices and meet the challenges that face us.
America, tonight, if you feel the same energy that I do, if you feel the same urgency that I do, if
you feel the same passion that I do, if you feel the same hopefulness that I do, if we do what we
must do, then I have no doubt that all across the country, from Florida to Oregon, from
Washington to Maine, the people will rise up in November, and John Kerry will be sworn in as
president. And John Edwards will be sworn in as vice president. And this country will reclaim its
promise. And out of this long political darkness a brighter day will come.
Thank you very much, everybody.
God bless you.
Thank you.
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Barack Obama, 10 February 2007
Announcement that he is running for President
When Obama announced that he was seeking the democratic nomination for
President he was viewed by many Americans as a severe underdog. A shrewd
politician Obama chose the site of the Old State Capitol in Springfield to announce
his candidacy for the democratic nomination, evoking memories of Abraham
Lincoln. Lincoln had given his famous house divided speech at the same location.
Certain parallels can be drawn between the two leaders though they belong to
different eras. Both rose from humble backgrounds and were relatively young
when they announced they would be competing for the highest office in the land.
They were both comparatively inexperienced in the world of politics and both were
viewed initially as unlikely candidates to succeed. Lincoln ushered in change and
Obama hopes to do so. Thousands braved the bitter cold to hear Obama speak in
Springfield.
Full Transcript:
Let me begin by saying thanks to all you who've traveled, from far and wide, to brave the cold
today.
We all made this journey for a reason. It's humbling, but in my heart I know you didn't come here
just for me, you came here because you believe in what this country can be. In the face of war,
you believe there can be peace. In the face of despair, you believe there can be hope. In the face of
a politics that's shut you out, that's told you to settle, that's divided us for too long, you believe we
can be one people, reaching for what's possible, building that more perfect union.
That's the journey we're on today. But let me tell you how I came to be here. As most of you
know, I am not a native of this great state. I moved to Illinois over two decades ago. I was a young
man then, just a year out of college; I knew no one in Chicago, was without money or family
connections. But a group of churches had offered me a job as a community organizer for $13,000
a year. And I accepted the job, sight unseen, motivated then by a single, simple, powerful idea -that I might play a small part in building a better America.
My work took me to some of Chicago's poorest neighborhoods. I joined with pastors and laypeople to deal with communities that had been ravaged by plant closings. I saw that the problems
people faced weren't simply local in nature -- that the decision to close a steel mill was made by
distant executives; that the lack of textbooks and computers in schools could be traced to the
skewed priorities of politicians a thousand miles away; and that when a child turns to violence,
there's a hole in his heart no government could ever fill.
It was in these neighborhoods that I received the best education I ever had, and where I learned
the true meaning of my Christian faith.
After three years of this work, I went to law school, because I wanted to understand how the law
should work for those in need. I became a civil rights lawyer, and taught constitutional law, and
after a time, I came to understand that our cherished rights of liberty and equality depend on the
active participation of an awakened electorate. It was with these ideas in mind that I arrived in
this capital city as a state Senator.
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It was here, in Springfield, where I saw all that is America converge -- farmers and teachers,
businessmen and laborers, all of them with a story to tell, all of them seeking a seat at the table,
all of them clamoring to be heard. I made lasting friendships here -- friends that I see in the
audience today.
It was here we learned to disagree without being disagreeable -- that it's possible to compromise so
long as you know those principles that can never be compromised; and that so long as we're
willing to listen to each other, we can assume the best in people instead of the worst.
That's why we were able to reform a death penalty system that was broken. That's why we were
able to give health insurance to children in need. That's why we made the tax system more fair
and just for working families, and that's why we passed ethics reforms that the cynics said could
never, ever be passed.
It was here, in Springfield, where North, South, East and West come together that I was reminded
of the essential decency of the American people -- where I came to believe that through this
decency, we can build a more hopeful America.
And that is why, in the shadow of the Old State Capitol, where Lincoln once called on a divided
house to stand together, where common hopes and common dreams still, I stand before you today
to announce my candidacy for President of the United States.
I recognize there is a certain presumptuousness -- a certain audacity -- to this announcement. I
know I haven't spent a lot of time learning the ways of Washington. But I've been there long
enough to know that the ways of Washington must change.
The genius of our founders is that they designed a system of government that can be changed.
And we should take heart, because we've changed this country before. In the face of tyranny, a
band of patriots brought an Empire to its knees. In the face of secession, we unified a nation and
set the captives free. In the face of Depression, we put people back to work and lifted millions out
of poverty. We welcomed immigrants to our shores, we opened railroads to the west, we landed a
man on the moon, and we heard a King's call to let justice roll down like water, and righteousness
like a mighty stream.
Each and every time, a new generation has risen up and done what's needed to be done. Today
we are called once more -- and it is time for our generation to answer that call.
For that is our unyielding faith -- that in the face of impossible odds, people who love their
country can change it.
That's what Abraham Lincoln understood. He had his doubts. He had his defeats. He had his
setbacks. But through his will and his words, he moved a nation and helped free a people. It is
because of the millions who rallied to his cause that we are no longer divided, North and South,
slave and free. It is because men and women of every race, from every walk of life, continued to
march for freedom long after Lincoln was laid to rest, that today we have the chance to face the
challenges of this millennium together, as one people -- as Americans.
All of us know what those challenges are today -- a war with no end, a dependence on oil that
threatens our future, schools where too many children aren't learning, and families struggling
paycheck to paycheck despite working as hard as they can. We know the challenges. We've heard
them. We've talked about them for years.
What's stopped us from meeting these challenges is not the absence of sound policies and sensible
plans. What's stopped us is the failure of leadership, the smallness of our politics -- the ease with
which we're distracted by the petty and trivial, our chronic avoidance of tough decisions, our
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preference for scoring cheap political points instead of rolling up our sleeves and building a
working consensus to tackle big problems.
For the last six years we've been told that our mounting debts don't matter, we've been told that
the anxiety Americans feel about rising health care costs and stagnant wages are an illusion, we've
been told that climate change is a hoax, and that tough talk and an ill-conceived war can replace
diplomacy, and strategy, and foresight. And when all else fails, when Katrina happens, or the
death toll in Iraq mounts, we've been told that our crises are somebody else's fault. We're
distracted from our real failures, and told to blame the other party, or gay people, or immigrants.
And as people have looked away in disillusionment and frustration, we know what's filled the void.
The cynics, and the lobbyists, and the special interests who've turned our government into a game
only they can afford to play. They write the checks and you get stuck with the bills, they get the
access while you get to write a letter, they think they own this government, but we're here today to
take it back. The time for that politics is over. It's time to turn the page.
We've made some progress already. I was proud to help lead the fight in Congress that led to the
most sweeping ethics reform since Watergate.
But Washington has a long way to go. And it won't be easy. That's why we'll have to set priorities.
We'll have to make hard choices. And although government will play a crucial role in bringing
about the changes we need, more money and programs alone will not get us where we need to go.
Each of us, in our own lives, will have to accept responsibility -- for instilling an ethic of
achievement in our children, for adapting to a more competitive economy, for strengthening our
communities, and sharing some measure of sacrifice. So let us begin. Let us begin this hard work
together. Let us transform this nation.
Let us be the generation that reshapes our economy to compete in the digital age. Let's set high
standards for our schools and give them the resources they need to succeed. Let's recruit a new
army of teachers, and give them better pay and more support in exchange for more
accountability. Let's make college more affordable, and let's invest in scientific research, and let's
lay down broadband lines through the heart of inner cities and rural towns all across America.
And as our economy changes, let's be the generation that ensures our nation's workers are sharing
in our prosperity. Let's protect the hard-earned benefits their companies have promised. Let's
make it possible for hardworking Americans to save for retirement. And let's allow our unions and
their organizers to lift up this country's middle class again.
Let's be the generation that ends poverty in America. Every single person willing to work should
be able to get job training that leads to a job, and earn a living wage that can pay the bills, and
afford child care so their kids have a safe place to go when they work. Let's do this.
Let's be the generation that finally tackles our health care crisis. We can control costs by focusing
on prevention, by providing better treatment to the chronically ill, and using technology to cut the
bureaucracy. Let's be the generation that says right here, right now, that we will have universal
health care in America by the end of the next president's first term.
Let's be the generation that finally frees America from the tyranny of oil. We can harness
homegrown, alternative fuels like ethanol and spur the production of more fuel-efficient cars. We
can set up a system for capping greenhouse gases. We can turn this crisis of global warming into a
moment of opportunity for innovation, and job creation, and an incentive for businesses that will
serve as a model for the world. Let's be the generation that makes future generations proud of
what we did here.
Most of all, let's be the generation that never forgets what happened on that September day and
confront the terrorists with everything we've got. Politics doesn't have to divide us on this anymore
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-- we can work together to keep our country safe. I've worked with Republican Senator Dick
Lugar to pass a law that will secure and destroy some of the world's deadliest, unguarded
weapons. We can work together to track terrorists down with a stronger military, we can tighten
the net around their finances, and we can improve our intelligence capabilities. But let us also
understand that ultimate victory against our enemies will come only by rebuilding our alliances
and exporting those ideals that bring hope and opportunity to millions around the globe.
But all of this cannot come to pass until we bring an end to this war in Iraq. Most of you know I
opposed this war from the start. I thought it was a tragic mistake. Today we grieve for the families
who have lost loved ones, the hearts that have been broken, and the young lives that could have
been. America, it's time to start bringing our troops home. It's time to admit that no amount of
American lives can resolve the political disagreement that lies at the heart of someone else's civil
war. That's why I have a plan that will bring our combat troops home by March of 2008. Letting
the Iraqis know that we will not be there forever is our last, best hope to pressure the Sunni and
Shia to come to the table and find peace.
Finally, there is one other thing that is not too late to get right about this war -- and that is the
homecoming of the men and women - our veterans -- who have sacrificed the most. Let us honor
their valor by providing the care they need and rebuilding the military they love. Let us be the
generation that begins this work.
I know there are those who don't believe we can do all these things. I understand the skepticism.
After all, every four years, candidates from both parties make similar promises, and I expect this
year will be no different. All of us running for president will travel around the country offering
ten-point plans and making grand speeches; all of us will trumpet those qualities we believe make
us uniquely qualified to lead the country. But too many times, after the election is over, and the
confetti is swept away, all those promises fade from memory, and the lobbyists and the special
interests move in, and people turn away, disappointed as before, left to struggle on their own.
That is why this campaign can't only be about me. It must be about us -- it must be about what we
can do together. This campaign must be the occasion, the vehicle, of your hopes, and your
dreams. It will take your time, your energy, and your advice -- to push us forward when we're
doing right, and to let us know when we're not. This campaign has to be about reclaiming the
meaning of citizenship, restoring our sense of common purpose, and realizing that few obstacles
can withstand the power of millions of voices calling for change.
By ourselves, this change will not happen. Divided, we are bound to fail.
But the life of a tall, gangly, self-made Springfield lawyer tells us that a different future is possible.
He tells us that there is power in words.
He tells us that there is power in conviction.
That beneath all the differences of race and region, faith and station, we are one people.
He tells us that there is power in hope.
As Lincoln organized the forces arrayed against slavery, he was heard to say: "Of strange,
discordant, and even hostile elements, we gathered from the four winds, and formed and fought to
battle through."
That is our purpose here today.
That's why I'm in this race.
Not just to hold an office, but to gather with you to transform a nation.
I want to win that next battle -- for justice and opportunity.
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I want to win that next battle -- for better schools, and better jobs, and health care for all.
I want us to take up the unfinished business of perfecting our union, and building a better
America.
And if you will join me in this improbable quest, if you feel destiny calling, and see as I see, a
future of endless possibility stretching before us; if you sense, as I sense, that the time is now to
shake off our slumber, and slough off our fear, and make good on the debt we owe past and
future generations, then I'm ready to take up the cause, and march with you, and work with you.
Together, starting today, let us finish the work that needs to be done, and usher in a new birth of
freedom on this Earth.

40

Barack Obama, June 2008
Democratic Nomination Victory Speech
Barack Obama won the democratic nomination after a spirited fight with Hillary
Clinton. He was the first African American nominee of the Democratic Party.
Swelling crowds gathered at St Paul Minnesota testifying to the charismatic appeal
of Obama. The euphoria among the crowd was infectious and so was the media
coverage. His victory symbolized the face of change. One of the major factors that
contributed to his victory was his soaring oratory. On June 3rd 2008 he once again
swayed the crowd and was looked upon as a symbol of hope. In the speech he
showered praises on his opponent Hillary Clinton.
Full Transcript:
Tonight, after fifty-four hard-fought contests, our primary season has finally come to an end.
Sixteen months have passed since we first stood together on the steps of the Old State Capitol in
Springfield, Illinois. Thousands of miles have been traveled. Millions of voices have been heard.
And because of what you said — because you decided that change must come to Washington;
because you believed that this year must be different than all the rest; because you chose to listen
not to your doubts or your fears but to your greatest hopes and highest aspirations, tonight we
mark the end of one historic journey with the beginning of another — a journey that will bring a
new and better day to America. Tonight, I can stand before you and say that I will be the
Democratic nominee for President of the United States.
I want to thank every American who stood with us over the course of this campaign — through
the good days and the bad; from the snows of Cedar Rapids to the sunshine of Sioux Falls. And
tonight I also want to thank the men and woman who took this journey with me as fellow
candidates for President.
At this defining moment for our nation, we should be proud that our party put forth one of the
most talented, qualified field of individuals ever to run for this office. I have not just competed
with them as rivals, I have learned from them as friends, as public servants, and as patriots who
love America and are willing to work tirelessly to make this country better. They are leaders of
this party, and leaders that America will turn to for years to come.
That is particularly true for the candidate who has traveled further on this journey than anyone
else. Senator Hillary Clinton has made history in this campaign not just because she’s a woman
who has done what no woman has done before, but because she’s a leader who inspires millions of
Americans with her strength, her courage, and her commitment to the causes that brought us
here tonight.
We’ve certainly had our differences over the last sixteen months. But as someone who’s shared a
stage with her many times, I can tell you that what gets Hillary Clinton up in the morning — even
in the face of tough odds — is exactly what sent her and Bill Clinton to sign up for their first
campaign in Texas all those years ago; what sent her to work at the Children’s Defense Fund and
made her fight for health care as First Lady; what led her to the United States Senate and fueled
her barrier-breaking campaign for the presidency — an unyielding desire to improve the lives of
ordinary Americans, no matter how difficult the fight may be. And you can rest assured that when
we finally win the battle for universal health care in this country, she will be central to that victory.
When we transform our energy policy and lift our children out of poverty, it will be because she
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worked to help make it happen. Our party and our country are better off because of her, and I
am a better candidate for having had the honor to compete with Hillary Rodham Clinton.
There are those who say that this primary has somehow left us weaker and more divided. Well I
say that because of this primary, there are millions of Americans who have cast their ballot for the
very first time. There are Independents and Republicans who understand that this election isn’t
just about the party in charge of Washington, it’s about the need to change Washington.Ê There
are young people, and African-Americans, and Latinos, and women of all ages who have voted in
numbers that have broken records and inspired a nation.
All of you chose to support a candidate you believe in deeply. But at the end of the day, we aren’t
the reason you came out and waited in lines that stretched block after block to make your voice
heard. You didn’t do that because of me or Senator Clinton or anyone else. You did it because
you know in your hearts that at this moment — a moment that will define a generation — we
cannot afford to keep doing what we’ve been doing. We owe our children a better future. We owe
our country a better future. And for all those who dream of that future tonight, I say — let us
begin the work together. Let us unite in common effort to chart a new course for America.
In just a few short months, the Republican Party will arrive in St. Paul with a very different
agenda. They will come here to nominate John McCain, a man who has served this country
heroically. I honor that service, and I respect his many accomplishments, even if he chooses to
deny mine. My differences with him are not personal; they are with the policies he has proposed
in this campaign.
Because while John McCain can legitimately tout moments of independence from his party in the
past, such independence has not been the hallmark of his presidential campaign.
It’s not change when John McCain decided to stand with George Bush ninety-five percent of the
time, as he did in the Senate last year.
It’s not change when he offers four more years of Bush economic policies that have failed to
create well-paying jobs, or insure our workers, or help Americans afford the skyrocketing cost of
college — policies that have lowered the real incomes of the average American family, widened
the gap between Wall Street and Main Street, and left our children with a mountain of debt.ÊÊÊ
And it’s not change when he promises to continue a policy in Iraq that asks everything of our
brave men and women in uniform and nothing of Iraqi politicians — a policy where all we look
for are reasons to stay in Iraq, while we spend billions of dollars a month on a war that isn’t
making the American people any safer.
So I’ll say this — there are many words to describe John McCain’s attempt to pass off his
embrace of George Bush’s policies as bipartisan and new. But change is not one of them.
Change is a foreign policy that doesn’t begin and end with a war that should’ve never been
authorized and never been waged. I won’t stand here and pretend that there are many good
options left in Iraq, but what’s not an option is leaving our troops in that country for the next
hundred years — especially at a time when our military is overstretched, our nation is isolated,
and nearly every other threat to America is being ignored.
We must be as careful getting out of Iraq as we were careless getting in - but start leaving we must.
It’s time for Iraqis to take responsibility for their future. It’s time to rebuild our military and give
our veterans the care they need and the benefits they deserve when they come home. It’s time to
refocus our efforts on al Qaeda’s leadership and Afghanistan, and rally the world against the
common threats of the 21st century — terrorism and nuclear weapons; climate change and
poverty; genocide and disease. That’s what change is.
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Change is realizing that meeting today’s threats requires not just our firepower, but the power of
our diplomacy — tough, direct diplomacy where the President of the United States isn’t afraid to
let any petty dictator know where America stands and what we stand for. We must once again
have the courage and conviction to lead the free world. That is the legacy of Roosevelt, and
Truman, and Kennedy. That’s what the American people want. That’s what change is.Ê
Change is building an economy that rewards not just wealth, but the work and workers who
created it. It’s understanding that the struggles facing working families can’t be solved by spending
billions of dollars on more tax breaks for big corporations and wealthy CEOs, but by giving a the
middle-class a tax break, and investing in our crumbling infrastructure, and transforming how we
use energy, and improving our schools, and renewing our commitment to science and innovation.
It’s understanding that fiscal responsibility and shared prosperity can go hand-in-hand, as they did
when Bill Clinton was President.
John McCain has spent a lot of time talking about trips to Iraq in the last few weeks, but maybe if
he spent some time taking trips to the cities and towns that have been hardest hit by this economy
— cities in Michigan, and Ohio, and right here in Minnesota — he’d understand the kind of
change that people are looking for.
Maybe if he went to Iowa and met the student who works the night shift after a full day of class
and still can’t pay the medical bills for a sister who’s ill, he’d understand that she can’t afford four
more years of a health care plan that only takes care of the healthy and wealthy. She needs us to
pass health care plan that guarantees insurance to every American who wants it and brings down
premiums for every family who needs it. That’s the change we need.
Maybe if he went to Pennsylvania and met the man who lost his job but can’t even afford the gas
to drive around and look for a new one, he’d understand that we can’t afford four more years of
our addiction to oil from dictators. That man needs us to pass an energy policy that works with
automakers to raise fuel standards, and makes corporations pay for their pollution, and oil
companies invest their record profits in a clean energy future — an energy policy that will create
millions of new jobs that pay well and can’t be outsourced. That’s the change we need.
And maybe if he spent some time in the schools of South Carolina or St. Paul or where he spoke
tonight in New Orleans, he’d understand that we can’t afford to leave the money behind for No
Child Left Behind; that we owe it to our children to invest in early childhood education; to recruit
an army of new teachers and give them better pay and more support; to finally decide that in this
global economy, the chance to get a college education should not be a privilege for the wealthy
few, but the birthright of every American. That’s the change we need in America. That’s why I’m
running for President.
The other side will come here in September and offer a very different set of policies and positions,
and that is a debate I look forward to. It is a debate the American people deserve. But what you
don’t deserve is another election that’s governed by fear, and innuendo, and division. What you
won’t hear from this campaign or this party is the kind of politics that uses religion as a wedge,
and patriotism as a bludgeon — that sees our opponents not as competitors to challenge, but
enemies to demonize. Because we may call ourselves Democrats and Republicans, but we are
Americans first. We are always Americans first.
Despite what the good Senator from Arizona said tonight, I have seen people of differing views
and opinions find common cause many times during my two decades in public life, and I have
brought many together myself. I’ve walked arm-in-arm with community leaders on the South
Side of Chicago and watched tensions fade as black, white, and Latino fought together for good
jobs and good schools. I’ve sat across the table from law enforcement and civil rights advocates to
reform a criminal justice system that sent thirteen innocent people to death row. And I’ve worked
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with friends in the other party to provide more children with health insurance and more working
families with a tax break; to curb the spread of nuclear weapons and ensure that the American
people know where their tax dollars are being spent; and to reduce the influence of lobbyists who
have all too often set the agenda in Washington.
In our country, I have found that this cooperation happens not because we agree on everything,
but because behind all the labels and false divisions and categories that define us; beyond all the
petty bickering and point-scoring in Washington, Americans are a decent, generous,
compassionate people, united by common challenges and common hopes. And every so often,
there are moments which call on that fundamental goodness to make this country great again.
So it was for that band of patriots who declared in a Philadelphia hall the formation of a more
perfect union; and for all those who gave on the fields of Gettysburg and Antietam their last full
measure of devotion to save that same union.
So it was for the Greatest Generation that conquered fear itself, and liberated a continent from
tyranny, and made this country home to untold opportunity and prosperity.
So it was for the workers who stood out on the picket lines; the women who shattered glass
ceilings; the children who braved a Selma bridge for freedom’s cause.
So it has been for every generation that faced down the greatest challenges and the most
improbable odds to leave their children a world that’s better, and kinder, and more just.
And so it must be for us.
America, this is our moment. This is our time. Our time to turn the page on the policies of the
past. Our time to bring new energy and new ideas to the challenges we face. Our time to offer a
new direction for the country we love.
The journey will be difficult. The road will be long. I face this challenge with profound humility,
and knowledge of my own limitations. But I also face it with limitless faith in the capacity of the
American people. Because if we are willing to work for it, and fight for it, and believe in it, then I
am absolutely certain that generations from now, we will be able to look back and tell our children
that this was the moment when we began to provide care for the sick and good jobs to the jobless;
this was the moment when the rise of the oceans began to slow and our planet began to heal; this
was the moment when we ended a war and secured our nation and restored our image as the last,
best hope on Earth. This was the moment — this was the time — when we came together to
remake this great nation so that it may always reflect our very best selves, and our highest ideals.
Thank you, God Bless you, and may God Bless the United States of America.”
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Barack ObamaVictory, November 2008
Speech at Chicago after becoming President Elect
Having created history in becoming the first African American President to occupy
the White House, President elect Barack Obama chose to deliver his victory speech
at Grant Park in his hometown in Chicago. Throughout the election campaign
Obama underplayed his race. The famous speech was watched by a huge crowd of
around 240,000 who watched electrified as Obama once again mesmerized his
audience with his choice of words. Like in his other speeches he repeated certain
keywords again and again like Yes We Can. This speech has gone down as one of
the most watched and repeated speeches in the world. His speech recalled the likes
of John F Kennedy, Martin Luther King Junior and Abraham Lincoln. His speech
was so moving that many including Jesse Jackson and Oprah Winfrey in the
audience wept. Above all Obama has made Americans once again realize their self
confidence and faith in themselves and their ability to rise to the occasion even in
the face of endless troubles and a bleak economic scenario. This is the secret of his
success.
Full Transcript:
Hello, Chicago.
If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are possible;
who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still questions the power
of our democracy, tonight is your answer.
It's the answer told by lines that stretched around schools and churches in numbers this nation has
never seen; by people who waited three hours and four hours, many for the very first time in their
lives, because they believed that this time must be different; that their voices could be that
difference.
It's the answer spoken by young and old, rich and poor, Democrat and Republican, black, white,
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, gay, straight, disabled and not disabled -- Americans who sent
a message to the world that we have never been just a collection of individuals or a collection of
Red States and Blue States: we are, and always will be, the United States of America!
It's the answer that -- that led those who have been told for so long by so many to be cynical, and
fearful, and doubtful about what we can achieve to put their hands on the arc of history and bend
it once more toward the hope of a better day.
It's been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what we did on this day, in this election, at
this defining moment, change has come to America.
A little bit earlier this evening, I received an extraordinarily gracious call from Senator McCain.
Senator McCain fought long and hard in this campaign, and he's fought even longer and harder
for the country that he loves. He has endured sacrifices for America that most of us cannot begin
to imagine. We are better off for the service rendered by this brave and selfless leader. I
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congratulate him; I congratulate Governor Palin for all that they've achieved, and I look forward
to working with them to renew this nation's promise in the months ahead.
I want to thank my partner in this journey, a man who campaigned from his heart and spoke for
the men and women he grew up with on the streets of Scranton and rode with on the train home
to Delaware, the Vice President-elect of the United States, Joe Biden.
And I would not be standing here tonight without the unyielding support of my best friend for the
last 16 years, the rock of our family, the love of my life, the nation's next First Lady: Michelle
Obama. Sasha and Malia, I love you both more than you can imagine, and you have earned the
new puppy that's coming with us to the White House. And while she's no longer with us, I know
my grandmother's watching, along with the family that made me who I am. I miss them tonight,
and I know that my debt to them is beyond measure. To my sister Maya, my sister Alma, all my
other brothers and sisters -- thank you so much for the support that you've given me. I am grateful
to them.
And to my campaign manager, David Plouffe -- the unsung hero of this campaign, who built the
best -- the best political campaign, I think, in the history of the United States of America. To my
chief strategist David Axelrod -- who's been a partner with me every step of the way. To the best
campaign team ever assembled in the history of politics -- you made this happen, and I am
forever grateful for what you've sacrificed to get it done.
But above all, I will never forget who this victory truly belongs to. It belongs to you. It belongs to
you. I was never the likeliest candidate for this office. We didn't start with much money or many
endorsements. Our campaign was not hatched in the halls of Washington. It began in the
backyards of Des Moines and the living rooms of Concord and the front porches of Charleston.
It was built by working men and women who dug into what little savings they had to give 5 dollars
and 10 dollars and 20 dollars to the cause. It grew strength from the young people who rejected
the myth of their generation's apathy, who left their homes and their families for jobs that offered
little pay and less sleep. It drew strength from the not-so-young people who braved the bitter cold
and scorching heat to knock on doors of perfect strangers, and from the millions of Americans
who volunteered and organized and proved that more than two centuries later a government of
the people, by the people, and for the people has not perished from the Earth. This is your victory.
And I know you didn't do this just to win an election. And I know you didn't do it for me. You did
it because you understand the enormity of the task that lies ahead. For even as we celebrate
tonight, we know the challenges that tomorrow will bring are the greatest of our lifetime: two
wars, a planet in peril, the worst financial crisis in a century. Even as we stand here tonight, we
know there are brave Americans waking up in the deserts of Iraq and the mountains of
Afghanistan to risk their lives for us. There are mothers and fathers who will lie awake after the
children fall asleep and wonder how they'll make the mortgage or pay their doctors' bills or save
enough for their child's college education. There's new energy to harness, new jobs to be created,
new schools to build, and threats to meet, alliances to repair.
The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get there in one year or even in
one term. But, America, I have never been more hopeful than I am tonight that we will get there.
I promise you, we as a people will get there.
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There will be setbacks and false starts. There are many who won't agree with every decision or
policy I make as President. And we know the government can't solve every problem. But I will
always be honest with you about the challenges we face. I will listen to you, especially when we
disagree. And, above all, I will ask you to join in the work of remaking this nation, the only way
it's been done in America for 221 years -- block by block, brick by brick, calloused hand by
calloused hand. What began 21 months ago in the depths of winter cannot end on this autumn
night.
This victory alone is not the change we seek. It is only the chance for us to make that change. And
that cannot happen if we go back to the way things were. It can't happen without you, without a
new spirit of service, a new spirit of sacrifice. So let us summon a new spirit of patriotism, of
responsibility, where each of us resolves to pitch in and work harder and look after not only
ourselves but each other. Let us remember that, if this financial crisis taught us anything, it's that
we cannot have a thriving Wall Street while Main Street suffers. In this country, we rise or fall as
one nation, as one people. Let's resist the temptation to fall back on the same partisanship and
pettiness and immaturity that has poisoned our politics for so long.
Let's remember that it was a man from this state who first carried the banner of the Republican
Party to the White House, a Party founded on the values of self-reliance and individual liberty
and national unity. Those are values that we all share. And while the Democratic Party has won a
great victory tonight, we do so with a measure of humility and determination to heal the divides
that have held back our progress. As Lincoln said to a nation far more divided than ours: "We are
not enemies but friends...." "Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of
affection."¹
And to those Americans who -- whose support I have yet to earn, I may not have won your vote
tonight, but I hear your voices. I need your help. And I will be your President, too.
And to all those watching tonight from beyond our shores, from parliaments and palaces, to those
who are huddled around radios in the forgotten corners of the world, our stories are singular, but
our destiny is shared, and a new dawn of American leadership is at hand.
To those -- To those who would tear the world down: We will defeat you. To those who seek peace
and security: We support you. And to all those who have wondered if America's beacon still burns
as bright: Tonight we've proved once more that the true strength of our nation comes not from
the might of our arms or the scale of our wealth, but from the enduring power of our ideals:
democracy, liberty, opportunity, and unyielding hope.
That's the true genius of America: that America can change. Our union can be perfected. What
we've already achieved gives us hope for what we can and must achieve tomorrow.
This election had many firsts and many stories that will be told for generations. But one that's on
my mind tonight's about a woman who cast her ballot in Atlanta. She's a lot like the millions of
others who stood in line to make their voice heard in this election except for one thing: Ann
Nixon Cooper is 106 years old.
She was born just a generation past slavery; a time when there were no cars on the road or planes
in the sky; when someone like her couldn't vote for two reasons: because she was a woman and
because of the color of her skin.

47

And tonight, I think about all that she's seen throughout her century in America -- the heartache
and the hope; the struggle and the progress; the times we were told that we can't, and the people
who pressed on with that American creed: Yes we can.
At a time when women's voices were silenced and their hopes dismissed, she lived to see them
stand up and speak out and reach for the ballot: Yes we can.
When there was despair in the dust bowl and depression across the land, she saw a nation
conquer fear itself with a New Deal, new jobs, a new sense of common purpose: Yes we can.
When the bombs fell on our harbor and tyranny threatened the world, she was there to witness a
generation rise to greatness and a democracy was saved: Yes we can.
She was there for the buses in Montgomery, the hoses in Birmingham, a bridge in Selma, and a
preacher from Atlanta who told a people that "we shall overcome": Yes we can.
A man touched down on the moon, a wall came down in Berlin, a world was connected by our
own science and imagination.
And this year, in this election, she touched her finger to a screen, and cast her vote, because after
106 years in America, through the best of times and the darkest of hours, she knows how
America can change: Yes we can.
America, we have come so far. We have seen so much. But there is so much more to do. So
tonight, let us ask ourselves -- if our children should live to see the next century; if my daughters
should be so lucky to live as long as Ann Nixon Cooper, what change will they see? What progress
will we have made?
This is our chance to answer that call. This is our moment. This is our time, to put our people
back to work and open doors of opportunity for our kids; to restore prosperity and promote the
cause of peace; to reclaim the American dream and reaffirm that fundamental truth, that, out of
many, we are one;² that while we breathe, we hope. And where we are met with cynicism and
doubt and those who tell us that we can't, we will respond with that timeless creed that sums up
the spirit of a people: Yes, we can.
Thank you.
God bless you.
And may God bless the United States of America.
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Barack Obama, January 20th 2009
Presidential Inauguration Speech
An unprecedented crowd had gathered to watch him breaking all previous
attendance records, a testimony to his huge popularity. The Presidential
inauguration address by Obama drew some flak from critics who said it fell below
expectations. Obama’s speech was more somber then his electrifying election
speeches. It focused on ground realities but also gave hope for the future. He did
not hold back any punches and aggressively attacked the failed policies of
President Bush as he stood by his side. He touched on most topics including a
message to the other countries of the world. His speech reflected humanism and
gratitude and went on to promise hope and change. Obama’s speech lasted for 18
minutes and can be described as forthright and realistic. This speech, like his
other speeches time and again harks back to the past. He uses a quote of George
Washington and evokes images of the heroic sacrifices in the past. It is an inspiring
speech which also takes ground realities into consideration.

Full Transcript
My fellow citizens: I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you
have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. I thank President Bush for his
service to our nation, as well as the generosity and cooperation he has shown throughout this
transition.
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Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidential oath. The words have been spoken during
rising tides of prosperity and the still waters of peace. Yet, every so often the oath is taken amidst
gathering clouds and raging storms. At these moments, America has carried on not simply
because of the skill or vision of those in high office, but because we the people have remained
faithful to the ideals of our forebears, and true to our founding documents.
So it has been. So it must be with this generation of Americans.
That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood. Our nation is at war, against a farreaching network of violence and hatred. Our economy is badly weakened, a consequence of
greed and irresponsibility on the part of some, but also our collective failure to make hard choices
and prepare the nation for a new age. Homes have been lost; jobs shed; businesses shuttered. Our
health care is too costly; our schools fail too many; and each day brings further evidence that the
ways we use energy strengthen our adversaries and threaten our planet.
These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics. Less measurable but no less
profound is a sapping of confidence across our land — a nagging fear that America's decline is
inevitable, and that the next generation must lower its sights.
Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many. They
will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America — they will be met.
On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and
discord.
On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the
recriminations and worn out dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics.
We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish
things. The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry
forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation: the Godgiven promise that all are equal, all are free and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure
of happiness.
In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never a given. It must
be earned. Our journey has never been one of shortcuts or settling for less. It has not been the
path for the faint-hearted — for those who prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of
riches and fame. Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things — some
celebrated but more often men and women obscure in their labor, who have carried us up the
long, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom.
For us, they packed up their few worldly possessions and traveled across oceans in search of a new
life.
For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; endured the lash of the whip and plowed
the hard earth.
For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sanh.
Time and again these men and women struggled and sacrificed and worked till their hands were
raw so that we might live a better life. They saw America as bigger than the sum of our individual
ambitions; greater than all the differences of birth or wealth or faction.
This is the journey we continue today. We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth.
Our workers are no less productive than when this crisis began. Our minds are no less inventive,
our goods and services no less needed than they were last week or last month or last year. Our
capacity remains undiminished. But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests and
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putting off unpleasant decisions — that time has surely passed. Starting today, we must pick
ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking America.
For everywhere we look, there is work to be done. The state of the economy calls for action, bold
and swift, and we will act — not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for growth.
We will build the roads and bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that feed our commerce
and bind us together. We will restore science to its rightful place, and wield technology's wonders
to raise health care's quality and lower its cost. We will harness the sun and the winds and the soil
to fuel our cars and run our factories. And we will transform our schools and colleges and
universities to meet the demands of a new age. All this we can do. All this we will do.
Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions — who suggest that our system
cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their memories are short. For they have forgotten what this
country has already done; what free men and women can achieve when imagination is joined to
common purpose, and necessity to courage.
What the cynics fail to understand is that the ground has shifted beneath them — that the stale
political arguments that have consumed us for so long no longer apply. The question we ask today
is not whether our government is too big or too small, but whether it works — whether it helps
families find jobs at a decent wage, care they can afford, a retirement that is dignified. Where the
answer is yes, we intend to move forward. Where the answer is no, programs will end. Those of us
who manage the public's dollars will be held to account — to spend wisely, reform bad habits, and
do our business in the light of day — because only then can we restore the vital trust between a
people and their government.
Nor is the question before us whether the market is a force for good or ill. Its power to generate
wealth and expand freedom is unmatched, but this crisis has reminded us that without a watchful
eye, the market can spin out of control — and that a nation cannot prosper long when it favors
only the prosperous. The success of our economy has always depended not just on the size of our
gross domestic product, but on the reach of our prosperity; on our ability to extend opportunity to
every willing heart — not out of charity, but because it is the surest route to our common good.
As for our common defense, we reject as false the choice between our safety and our ideals. Our
founding fathers ... our found fathers, faced with perils we can scarcely imagine, drafted a charter
to assure the rule of law and the rights of man, a charter expanded by the blood of generations.
Those ideals still light the world, and we will not give them up for expedience's sake. And so to all
the other peoples and governments who are watching today, from the grandest capitals to the
small village where my father was born: know that America is a friend of each nation and every
man, woman, and child who seeks a future of peace and dignity, and that we are ready to lead
once more.
Recall that earlier generations faced down fascism and communism not just with missiles and
tanks, but with sturdy alliances and enduring convictions. They understood that our power alone
cannot protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we please. Instead, they knew that our power
grows through its prudent use; our security emanates from the justness of our cause, the force of
our example, the tempering qualities of humility and restraint.
We are the keepers of this legacy. Guided by these principles once more, we can meet those new
threats that demand even greater effort — even greater cooperation and understanding between
nations. We will begin to responsibly leave Iraq to its people, and forge a hard-earned peace in
Afghanistan. With old friends and former foes, we will work tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat,
and roll back the specter of a warming planet. We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will
we waver in its defense, and for those who seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and
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slaughtering innocents, we say to you now that our spirit is stronger and cannot be broken; you
cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you.
For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness. We are a nation of
Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus — and non-believers. We are shaped by every language
and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth; and because we have tasted the bitter swill of
civil war and segregation, and emerged from that dark chapter stronger and more united, we
cannot help but believe that the old hatreds shall someday pass; that the lines of tribe shall soon
dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our common humanity shall reveal itself; and that
America must play its role in ushering in a new era of peace.
To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based on mutual interest and mutual respect.
To those leaders around the globe who seek to sow conflict, or blame their society's ills on the
West — know that your people will judge you on what you can build, not what you destroy. To
those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that
you are on the wrong side of history; but that we will extend a hand if you are willing to unclench
your fist.
To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside you to make your farms flourish and
let clean waters flow; to nourish starved bodies and feed hungry minds. And to those nations like
ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to the suffering outside
our borders; nor can we consume the world's resources without regard to effect. For the world has
changed, and we must change with it.
As we consider the road that unfolds before us, we remember with humble gratitude those brave
Americans who, at this very hour, patrol far-off deserts and distant mountains. They have
something to tell us, just as the fallen heroes who lie in Arlington whisper through the ages. We
honor them not only because they are guardians of our liberty, but because they embody the spirit
of service; a willingness to find meaning in something greater than themselves. And yet, at this
moment — a moment that will define a generation — it is precisely this spirit that must inhabit us
all.
For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of the
American people upon which this nation relies. It is the kindness to take in a stranger when the
levees break, the selflessness of workers who would rather cut their hours than see a friend lose
their job which sees us through our darkest hours. It is the firefighter's courage to storm a stairway
filled with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child, that finally decides our fate.
Our challenges may be new. The instruments with which we meet them may be new. But those
values upon which our success depends — hard work and honesty, courage and fair play,
tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and patriotism — these things are old. These things are true. They
have been the quiet force of progress throughout our history. What is demanded then is a return
to these truths. What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility — a recognition, on the
part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we
do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so
satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task.
This is the price and the promise of citizenship.
This is the source of our confidence — the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an uncertain
destiny.
This is the meaning of our liberty and our creed — why men and women and children of every
race and every faith can join in celebration across this magnificent Mall, and why a man whose
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father less than sixty years ago might not have been served at a local restaurant can now stand
before you to take a most sacred oath.
So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we are and how far we have traveled. In the
year of America's birth, in the coldest of months, a small band of patriots huddled by dying
campfires on the shores of an icy river. The capital was abandoned. The enemy was advancing.
The snow was stained with blood. At a moment when the outcome of our revolution was most in
doubt, the father of our nation ordered these words be read to the people:
"Let it be told to the future world ... that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue
could survive...that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet
(it)."
America, in the face of our common dangers, in this winter of our hardship, let us remember
these timeless words. With hope and virtue, let us brave once more the icy currents, and endure
what storms may come. Let it be said by our children's children that when we were tested we
refused to let this journey end, that we did not turn back nor did we falter; and with eyes fixed on
the horizon and God's grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift of freedom and delivered it
safely to future generations.
Thank you. God bless you. And God bless the United States of America
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Barack Obama as Author
Dreams of My Father - A story of Race and Inheritance
This compelling and gripping book was written by Barack Obama when he was a political
unknown. At the time he had yet to make a name for himself. When Obama was elected as the
first black President of the Harvard Law Review, he was offered a book contract. The book which
he went about writing took the shape of a personal memoir as the author tried to come to grips
with his fractured and unusual identity. This
book opens a window and gives you the
reader unfiltered insights into Obama the
man and the influences in his life that made
him who he is today.
The story begins in New York where he
comes to know that his father whom he
hardly knew had been killed in a car
accident. This piece of news makes young
Obama delve into the past in his quest for
his roots. He retraces his family’s colorful
history. The story brings to life how his
mother’s family migrated to Hawaii from
Kansas and how she fell in love with his
father overcoming immense racial barriers.
The tragedy of the short lived marriage as
reality pushes back romance and his father
leaves back to his native Kenya. Brought up
by his mother and maternal grandparents,
he dwells briefly on his life in Indonesia
where he first became aware that he was
different from others because of the color of
his skin. He returned to Hawaii when he
was ten years old. As the story unfolds we
learn about his unusual childhood with an
absent father and the racial tensions he
experienced at school. Obama was to meet
his father only once when he came for a
month long holiday to Hawaii in 1971.
Obama poignantly writes about the pangs of
growing up as he dabbles in drugs and alcohol. The books take us to his life in Chicago where he
became a community organizer and came into contact with people from all walks of life. His
voyage of discovery ends when he goes to Kenya to meet his father’s family. There he forms
lasting attachments and discovers wells of emotional sustenance and comes face to face with his
father’s legacy. We get vivid pictures of life in Kenya ,a country grappling with poverty and tribal
conflicts but where people still retain a zest for life with their never say die spirit.
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When the book was published it recieved rave reviews from the media. Nobel Laureate Toni
Morrison hailed it as "A writer in my high esteem" She praised "his ability to reflect on this
extraordinary mesh of experiences that he has had, some familiar and some not, and to really
meditate on that the way he does, and to set up scenes in narrative structure, dialogue,
conversation--all of these things that you don't often see, obviously, in the routine political memoir
biography. It's unique. It's his. There are no other ones like that." Waxing eloquent Time
columnist Joe Klein wrote “"may be the best-written memoir ever produced by an American
politician,” Michiko Kakutani, the Pulitzer Prize-winning critic for The New York Times,
described it as "the most evocative, lyrical and candid autobiography written by a future
president.” The book was republished in 2004 when it became an instant best seller
From the book:
“What is a family? Is it just a genetic chain, parents and offspring, people like me? Or is it a social
construct, an economic unit, optimal for child rearing and divisions of labor? Or is it something
else entirely: a store of shared memories, say? An ambit of love? A reach across the void?”
-Barack Obama
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The Audacity of Hope - Thoughts on reclaiming the American dream
This is Barack Obama’s second book and treads on different territory from the first. The book
was published in 2006 when Barack Obama was well into the political world. The title of the
book is taken from a sermon by Obama’s former pastor, Jeremiah Wright. Audacity of Hope was
also the title of the keynote address that Obama delivered in the 2004 Democratic Convention
which brought him instant stardom. This
book is more like a political document and
gives you Obama’s views on most
contemporary topics affecting his country
including education, energy, healthcare,
foreign affairs including the controversial
war with Iraq, race, religion, economy etc.
which were later to become part of his
election campaign. The narrative is
interesting and the style lucid and flowing.
Most of his views are interspersed with
interesting anecdotes from his everyday
life. This book gives us fascinating insights
into his life story. The book has nine
c h a p t e r s . T h e fi r s t d e a l s w i t h
“Republicans and Democrats” The tone
throughout the book is one of cautious
liberalism.
The book was extremely well received and
was a big hit. By the fall of 2006 it made it
to the number one spot in the bestseller’s
list on both New York Times and
Amazon.com. The book had the honor of
being endorsed by television celebrity
Oprah Winfrey. Such was the popularity
of the book that it remained in the New
York Times Bestseller list for 30 weeks.
However critics were not so enthusiastic.
According to the The New York Times, “Portions of the volume read like out-takes from a stump
speech, and the bulk of it is devoted to laying out Mr. Obama’s policy positions on a host of
issues, from education to health care to the war in Iraq". Reviewer Michael Tomasky observed
that the book could not boast of "boldly innovative policy prescriptions that will lead the
Democrats out of their wilderness," but does show Obama's potential to "construct a new politics
that is progressive but grounded in civic traditions that speak to a wider range of Americans." It
was translated into many languages including German, French and Spanish.
From the book:
, “I sometimes felt as if I were watching the psychodrama of the Baby Boom generation — a tale
rooted in old grudges and revenge plots hatched on a handful of college campuses long ago —
played out on the national stage. The victories that the 60’s
-Barack Obama
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The world witnessed history unfold as Barack Obama became the 44th President of the
United States. Martin Luther King Jr’s dream came true as America’s first African
American President arrived.
Within a relative short span of time he has become a cult figure, a face which heralds
hope and change not merely in America but all around the world. His meteoric rise to
power is like a fairy tale come true. Perhaps no other political figure in recent history
has generated such excitement and interest as Barack Obama. One of the greatest
reasons for his success is his superb ability to use words. His speeches and quotes are like
poetry. Through his oratory he has succeeded in seducing the masses with his charisma
as well as majestic delivery. He has galvanized a nation to tap their true potential with
three simple words “YES WE CAN”.

In this book you will find an abbreviated history of
Obama’s fascinating life along with over a hundred of
his famous quotes and six of his historic speeches.
"For when we have faced down impossible odds; when we've been told that we're not ready, or
that we shouldn't try, or that we can't, generations of Americans have responded with a simple
creed that sums up the spirit of the people: Yes we can."
- Barack Obama
“Hope – Hope in the face of difficulty. Hope in the face of uncertainty. The audacity of hope! In
the end, that is God’s greatest gift to us, the bedrock of this nation. A belief in things not seen. A
belief that there are better days ahead.”
-Barack Obama
“Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones
we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek.”
-Barack Obama
“In the face of war, you believe there can be peace. In the face of despair, you believe there can
be hope. In the face of a politics that's shut you out, that's told you to settle, that's divided us for
too long, you believe we can be one people, reaching for what's possible, building that more
perfect union.”
- Barack Obama
“But in record numbers, you came out and spoke up for change. And with your voices and your
votes, you made it clear that at this moment – in this election – there is something happening in
America.”
- Barack Obama
Brought to you by:
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